FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
’ OF THE UNITED STATES.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

T
IN THE MATTER OF THE CLAMOF
‘ Claim No. GU-0035
HOWARD H, KEECH - v } , ‘
N Decision No.cu- 03

. Under Title II of the War Claims Act o"f 1948, as
amended by Public Law 87-846 B

) ! - )

This claim against ﬁhé,GOVanmant of Cgba, underviitie V of the
International Claims Sqtﬁ.iemn; Act of 1949, as amet'lded,; for an unspecified
Tamount was presentéd'by HQQARD:H,VKEEGH ﬁa§e4.upon,£he asserted‘OWnership

of certain land located on the Isle of Pines, Cﬁba:' Claimani states that
he has been a national qfkthé Ugiﬁedlstat6§ since his'bi:th on April 14,
1908 in Columbus, Ohio. o N |
| Under Section 503 of the In#ernatiqnal Claiﬁ$ Séttlement Act of 1949,
as amended (64 Stat. 12; 69 Stat. 562; 72 Stat. 527; is Stat. 1110; 79 Stat.
988) the Commigsion is givén jurisdiétipn over g¢laims of mationals of the
Uniéed States against the Gove?nment of Cuba, - That éection provides that
i%he Commission shall receive and determiné in acgérdanqe with applicable
éubgtantive law, incluyding inﬁérngtidnal law, the amount and validity of
claims by nationals of the Unitgd'Statés_ag#inst thg”Government of Cubé
arising since January 1, 1959 for
(a) . . . losses resulting from the nationalization,

expropriation, intervention or other taking of, or
special measures directed against, property including

any rights or interests therein oymed wholly or
partially, directly or indirectly at the time by

nationals of the United States, . . .
 Section 504 of the Act pravidés,'as to Oynership of Claims, that
(a) A claim shall not be ppnsidered under section 503 (a)

~of _this title unless the property on which the claim was.
based was QW?ethh911X,9t partially, di;gctly or_indirgctly



by a national pf the United States on: the date of the loss
and if comsidered shall be considered only to the extent
the claim has been held by one or more natiopals of the
United States gontinuously thereafter until the date of
filing with the Compmissien.
This claim is based upon the aséer;ed taking of certain unimproved
real estate located on the‘lsig'of‘ﬂines #ﬁa‘dascribed as follows:
40 acres, lot 4, section 9, F;nca Ohia,
1020 square meters, lot 16, section 6, Parcel 185, Finca Ohio;
20 acres, Mitad ,NorGe‘}om‘,S, gsection 41, San Pedro.
| Claimant éqﬁtgn@skﬁhat‘bisflgtévmother quitclaimed the subject
property to him=and that ha hasvin hi§ po$$ession'deeds numbexed 18 and 58,
He contends further that even thpugh ha doeﬁ not have specific evidence
that the subgect property waa taken hy thg Government of Cuba, he has in
effect lost control over th% propepty |
On June 20, 196§, tha Gpmmission made suggestiqns congcerning the
type of avldenge‘necgﬁsagy to establish this claim under the Act, includ-
ing proof of claiméni'a_Uniﬁed_éta;ea'ngtién#iity, a de§¢xiption of the
realty and proog ofzthe awnerghip, taking and value of the éubject prop-
erty. By 1ettér dﬁted‘Auguﬁt 16, 1966, claimant stated he has a passport
number F 1024 188 which estab}iéheSahis:nationality, the original deeds
numbered i8 and 58 and‘péx receipts. However, such evidence was not
submitted to the Commissiom. ~He stated further that he did not have
specific evidence of the‘tagipg of the fealty by tﬁe‘Government of Cuba
nor evidence of the value of the subjepglprépérty.- |
On August 18, 1966, the Commission requested that coples of the
papers reflecting the pwnevship of the propérty accompanied by transla-
tions of pertinent parxs be. fﬁrnishéd.."ﬂn September 27, 1966, claimant
was reminded of the evidence necessary to establish this claim. By letter
of October 6, 1966, claimant stat@d' "I am not in any position to furnish
~any more proof than contained in tbig 1¢;tgr;". However, claimant did not
actually submit the originﬁl d?ﬁément$ nt cékies thgfeof. Claimant statéd
further: "This ?roperﬁy is of questionable valye and I am in no position
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to go any further in trying to establish claim."” On Octpber 11, 1966 and
December 29, 1966, claimant was again raminded of the evidence necessary
to establish the claim. To date, no additional evidence was furnished,
The Commission finds, therefore, that claimant has failed to meet
>the bprden of proof in this claim and accordingly it is denied.
The Commission deems it pnnecessary to make specific findings with
respect to other elements of this claim.
Dated at Washington, D, C.,

and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the Commission

JUN 141967

R

LaVern R, Dilweg, Commissioner

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this
Proposed Decision upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or
receipt of notice, the decision will he entered as the Final Decision
of the Commission, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg.
45 C,F.R, 531L.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)
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